
DAN JAMES SAYS ...

LET’S TALK

“It’s a really good feeling to know that we're providing enhancement 

of the water quality as it flows through our very small section of this 

great big watershed. I think if everybody can do their little part, then 

we're going to make a big impact on it.” — Dan James

Durango,
La Plata
County,
Colorado

James Ranch  is a diversified 

family farm that operates under a minimal inputs 

philosophy relying on natural precipitation in the

headwaters of the Animas River and Colorado’s

abundant sunshine to grow pasture grass. By

improving the land and encouraging the health of

the environment, using best management practices

(BMPs) James Ranch fosters the domino effect of

healthy soil, pastures, and water, leading to healthy 

animals — that then produce high quality healthy 

food products for its customers. 

JAMES RANCH 
BEST MANAGEMENT 
PRACTICES (BMPs):
■  IRRIGATION MANAGEMENT  
■  NUTRIENT MANAGEMENT
■  SOIL HEALTH PRACTICES: 
   •  REDUCED TILLAGE  

Water
Quality



“We have to manage the land properly so that it's healthy, 

and the water that flows through it is better than the water that 

came into it. We have a responsibility to the downstream users 

just like the upstream users from us have a responsibility to me. 

If we send them the most beautiful pristine water that's coming 

off the James Ranch then we've done our part.” — Dan James

For the James Ranch,  

grazing and irrigation management approaches 

that promote healthy soil and avoid synthetic 

fertilizers, herbicides, and pesticides is very 

important. As Dan James states, “There is a need for 

proper land stewardship in a world where we, as 

humans, are beginning to impact it more and more. 

Mother Nature has been dealing with post-fire 

sediment and debris forever but these other things, 

like climate change, are things that we humans are 

creating. We, as humans, should figure out a way to 

deal with them.”

JAMES RANCH PARTNERS:

Mountain Studies Institute (MSI)

Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)

Animas River Community Forum (ARCF)

Colorado Water Conservation Board (CWCB)

FOR MORE INFORMATION,
VISIT OUR WEBSITE:

npscolorado.com


